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TOWN OF BROCKWAY

COUNTY OF STEARNS

STATE OF MINNESOTA

WWW.BROCKWAYTOWNSHIP.GOVOFFICE.COM

David Friedrich, Chairman

Duane Douvier, Supervisor

George Fiedler, Supervisor

Connie Pesta, Town Clerk

Mary Wallenstein, Treasurer




 MEETING MINUTES

1.
Call to Order:

A.
On this 4th day of December, 2012 the Regular Monthly Meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM.  

B.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

C.
All members were present along with Zoning Administrator Bridget Chard.  Sign in sheet is attached.

D.
A motion was made Supervisor Fiedler to approve the agenda, as amended , and was seconded by Supervisor Douvier; all in favor, motion carried.
2.
Clerk’s Report:

A. 
A motion was made by Supervisor Douvier to approve the November 7, 2012 Regular Board Meeting Minutes and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.

B.
A motion was made by Supervisor Fiedler to approve the November 7, 2012 Opole Sewer Meeting Minutes and was seconded by Supervisor Douvier; all in favor, motion carried.
C.
A motion was made by Supervisor Douvier to approve the November 20, 2012 Closed Session Mulberry Meadows         Meeting and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.


D.
Next on the agenda were the Town Board and Planning Commission Schedule.  A motion to approve changing the     Regular Monthly Meeting to 7:30 on the second Tuesday of the Month was made by Supervisor Fiedler and was seconded by Supervisor Douvier; all in favor, motion carried.

E
.A motion to approve Clerk Pesta to attend Election Training on December 18, 2012 at 7:00 pm at the Stearns County Service Center was made by Supervisor Douvier and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.

3.
Treasurer’s Report:

A.
A motion was made by Supervisor Fiedler to approve Claim No. 20254 - 20289 and was seconded by Chairman Friedrich; all in favor, motion carried.  

B.
The Treasurers Report was next on the agenda.  Treasurer Wallenstein stated that settlement check #654075 was received on 12-4-12 in amount of $256,883.80.
C. The Opole Fund Transfers were next on the agenda.  A motion was made by Supervisor Douvier to transfer $2,097.00 from the Opole Debt Reserve Fund to the Opole General Fund and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.  A motion was made by Supervisor Douvier to transfer $1,220.00 from the General Fund to the Wetland Reserve and was seconded by Chairman Friedrich; all in favor, motion carried.
D.
Next on the agenda was the Clerk and Treasurer Positions.  A motion to change the Treasurer Position to an appointed position in the March 2013 Election was made by Supervisor Fiedler and was seconded Supervisor Douvier; all in favor, motion carried.  Chairman Friedrich abstained from voting. Since this is a ballot question and there are legal timeframes that must be met with the County, the Clerk will contact the Stearns County Auditor to inform them of the ballot question for the March elections.  
4.
Old Business:  Reports
A.  
Land Use Requests- Zoning Administrator.
· Administrative Subdivision-Land Split/Section 33 – See the attachments to these minutes.  Approved and a signed Certificate of Survey was executed and sent on to Stearns County.
· Administrative Subdivision-Land Split/Section - See the attachments to these minutes.  Approved and a signed Certificate of Survey was executed and sent on to Stearns County
· Kevin Traut-Feed Lot Short Form Applicaion Inquiry was signed by Supervisor Fiedler.  Applicant was in attendance at the Board meeting. 
B. Road Status

· Road Claim (Century Link):  Zoning Administrator Chard gave an update that the claim will be paid.  The Board made it known that if additional workers would be needed that those workers would need to be employees of the Township. They further explained the difference between working as an Independent Contractor versus an employee.  Mr. Hulls responded that he wishes to remain as an employee.  Zoning Administrator Chard then stated that if the Township is using Mr. Hulls equipment that a contract for leasing his equipment be completed to be covered correctly.  This contract will be executed in the next months before spring.  
· Road Information- Road Boss Pat Smoley stated that JR Ferche should be contacted to watch the wing when plowing since he is gouging out some of the ditch at times.  
· Road Status: The Board asked Road Boss Smoley to give a monthly of the work done the prior month. .  Supervisor Douvier requested that the Road Boss and Mr. Hulls that they detail their monthly work list so it can be given to the Treasurer for placement in the book.  The Board is trying to understand the costs involved and what work is being done.  Both the Road Boss and Mr. Hulls were to try to review their prior work and submit more details
C. Mulberry Meadows Status-  Zoning Aministrator Chard gave a status update.  The hearing has been postponed to January 31, 2013 at 9:20 am.
D.  
Other Reports-Planning & Zoning
· MOU / Land Use Ordinance-will be tabled until future meeting
5.
New Business:


A.
Sign Policy.  A motion to adopt the Township Sign Policy was made by Supervisor Douvier and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.
B.
Nuisance Ordinance-determine methods (two options) or remove by resolution.  This will be tabled until the January Regular Monthly Meeting.
C.
MN Association of Townships – scanning option.  Supervisor Fiedler stated that the MN Association of Townships offers a service of $50.00 per month to scan and store Township documents.
D.
Snow Plowing Policy- a link will be placed on the front page of the website.  Chairman Friedrich will contact JR Ferche to discuss snow plowing rotation of Trucks and Graders.
E.
The Road 382nd Street was discussed.  This is a private road.  Zoning Administrator Chard will send a letter explaining that it is a private road to the parties, what that means and how it impacts them.

F.
Town Hall Rentals were discussed.  A motion was made by Supervisor Fiedler that Clerk Pesta can approve rental of the Town Hall and was seconded by Supervisor Douvier; all in favor, motion carried.
6.
Public Input:  The Board notified the residents the Town Hall has been re-keyed.

7.
Mail/Miscellaneous:

A. 
Water Plan-Stearns County.  Mr. Cole Landgraff , MPCA reviewed the Annual Township’s Stormwater Report and stated that the Ordinance on illicit discharge did not meet their requirements.  It was suggested that the Township contact Stearns County who is working on a new one (Jeff Miller –County Highway Department) to see if we might wish to be included under their jurisdiction for their new Orinance.  This would meet the MPCA requirements.  A copy was given to the Board members and will be reviewed on the 19th for final approval.   
B.
Town Hall Rental Letter was mailed out to the St. Stephen Lions Club
C.
Personnel Issue- this will be tabled until a future meeting. 
D.
St. Stephen Fire Dept billing was received.  The cost will be $59,908.00 for the period of April 1, 2012 thru March 31, 2014.
E.  
The Planning and Zoning meeting for December 2012 is cancelled.
8.
A motion to recess the Regular Monthly Meeting was made by Chairman Friedrich at 9:45 pm to December 19th at 6:30 p.m. and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.

REGULAR BOARD MEETING CALLED BACK TO ORDER:
1.
Call to order
A.
On this 19th day of December the Regular Monthly Meeting was called back to order at 6:30 PM.  
B.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

C.
All members were present along with Zoning Administrator Bridget Chard.  Sign in sheet is attached.

D.
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Supervisor Douvier, and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.

2.
Old Business 
A.
Land use reguests.  
· Final Plat Sophie’s Acres.  A motion was made by Supervisor Fiedler to approve the Final Plat for Sophie’s Acres and was seconded by Supervisor Douvier; all in favor, motion carried.

B.
Roads were discussed next.  The supervisors discussed the first plowing of the season and calls from residents that    were received.

D. Mulberry Meadows status was discussed.  The Hearing has been rescheduled again from January 19th to  January 31, 
2013 at 9:20 AM.

E. Other Reports:  MOU/Land Use Ordinance was discussed.  Zoning Administrator Chard and Supervisor Fiedler will revise the ordinance and will bring to the January Regular Monthly Meeting.
3.
New Business

A.
Right of Way Ordinance/Adoption Summary.  A motion was made by Supervisor Fiedler to adopt the Township Road Rights-Of-Way Ordinance 2012 – 2/Adoption Summary language for publication and was seconded by Supervisor Douvier; all in favor, motion carried.
B.
Nuisance Ordinance – Zoning Administrator Chard will develop a payable list we will discuss at the Regular Monthly Meeting in January.

C.
Stormwater Ordinance / Illicit Discharge Ordinance from Stearns County was discussed.  A motion was made by Supervisor Douvier to notify that we are ok and want to be placed under their jurisdiction and was seconded by Supervisor Friedrich; all in favor motion carried.

D.
Personnel Issues were discussed.  
· The Electronic Transfer Policy will be discussed at the January Regular Monthly Meeting.

· Treasurer Wallenstein will within 30 days will open a new Opole Savings Account.

· Treasurer Wallenstein will within 30 days contact the State, County and Rural Development to set up direct deposit for settlement checks.

· Procedures for the Clerk and Treasurer will be identified in the next month as well and put into place.

4.
Mail / Miscellaneous

A.
A motion was made by Supervisor Douvier to increase the monthly late fee on sewer payments from $5.00 to $25.00 and was seconded by Supervisor Fiedler; all in favor, motion carried.  Treasurer Wallenstein was instructed to send the Opole Residents the information regarding the higher fee for delinquent bills.
5.
A motion was made to adjourn the regular monthly meeting at 8:25 pm by Supervisor Fiedler and was seconded by Supervisor Friedrich; all in favor, motion carried.

______________________________


_______________________________

Connie Pesta, Clerk




David Friedrich, Chairman


Brockway Township




   Brockway Township

Date Approved__________

Amendments

MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of the Town of Brockway is to:

Preserve our Natural Resources

Keep Governmental Service Simple and Cost Effective

Protect the Right to Continue Agricultural Uses

Preserve the Character of the Community; and

Safeguard Property Rights



Brockway Township is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

*Meeting to be recorded for transcription purposes only.


